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Dental
care

FOIR CATS

Is it really worth it?
BY MARCIA KING

he idea of geiting a oothbrush into your cat'’s mouth 2 few times 3 week {5
probably pretty off-putting. And you might wonder, are toothbrushing, ar-
home demal care, and professional cleaning really worth all the vme and effon?

EXTENDING QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF LIFE

Just a5 with humans, feline dental care offers far more than a sweet smile and
fresh breath. In's acmally an important component for good overall health and
for quality of life, says Susan Little, VM. Dipl. ABVE, president of the Winn
Feline Foundarion, an international, non-profit organization that funds research
for teline lealth |1|:l::l||.-1.'tt.

First, propeer dental care can |!||.-]|:'Ll:-n|:".'|'|11 oral disease. Two of the most oo -
maf diseases seen in cats are gingivitis/stomatitls {inflammation of the gums
or mouth) and feline edontoclayic resorptive lesions (FORLs or “cavites™)
"FORLs are painful and bead to tooth loss,” says De Lite, who owns and prac-
Eices at Byiown Cat Hospital in Omawa, Ontario " Gingivitis Sstomarits can lead
hronic inflammation, pain and decreased apperie.”

According 1o Dr. Linde, when teeth are neglected, pericdontal disease
develops. As a result, bacteria from the mouth may travel through the rest of
the body, possibly leading 1o an increased risk of systemic problems, such as
kidney or heart disease
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