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Apachee swallowed a fork and doctors must
have been stunned at the sights of the x-ray
below.

Surgery saves fork-eating dog from
North Carolina
BY RICH SCHAPIRO 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Sunday, August 17th 2008, 7:04 PM

And you're complaining about Rover
eating all the leftovers?

A North Carolina dog swallowed a
fork that sat in his stomach for days
before it ended up nearly killing him.

Fortunately for the 10-year-old
Husky, named Apachee, doctors at a
local animal hospital performed a
miracle procedure on the canine that
got the cutlery out.

"All of us who worked on the dog
were high-fiving each other the next
morning because he was alive," said
Dr. Gary Spodnick, chief of surgery
at the Veterinary Specialty Hospital
of the Carolinas.

Apachee's near-fatal ordeal began
three weeks ago when he somehow
consumed the stainless steel utensil.

The fork sat in his stomach for
several days without ill effects.

But Apachee's condition took a
dramatic turn for the worse after the
handle punched a hole through his
stomach. The fork then traveled into
his chest, penetrated his lung and
lacerated his pulmonary artery.

The dog collapsed from internal
bleeding. His worried and mystified
owners took him to a local vet, where
an X-ray left no doubt about what
had caused the pooch to fall ill.

By the time he arrived at the
specialty hospital, the pooch was
near death and Spodnick was
stunned by what he saw.

"We were all kind of puzzled as to
how this thing got there and why it
was causing him to bleed," Spodnick
said. "A knife you could understand."

The dog went into cardiac arrest
moments before a half-dozen
doctors went to work on him.

Apachee was revived, given multiple
blood transfusions and then operated on. The delicate surgery went perfectly,
amazing even the doctors.

Apachee's quick recovery also brought his owners to tears.

"In the morning, he was offered food and he was eating some," Spodnick said.
"That was pretty awesome."

Related Articles Related Topics

Most Read Most Discussed Most Emailed

DISCUSS EMAIL PRINT SHARE

New York City's best deals for pet stuff
David Cook to fans: Stay outta my hotel room
'American Idol' top 10 stoked for summer tour
Pioneering black prof dies at 94
Caring for vision of dedicated guide dogs
Domino's workers charged after 'special' sandwich
video

ADS BY YAHOO!

Mylabbandsurgeon.com Bariatric Surgery
Success Stories
Weight Loss Surgery, get full information & pricing
on 4 top Surgeons.
(www.MyLapBandSurgeon.com)

Get $1000 off Lasik
$1000 Off LASIK Vision Correction.$0 Down &
100% Financing.
(www.CharlotteLasik.org)

Obesity Surgery in NJ
Obesity Surgery in NJ. Obesity treatment centers of
NJ offers a comprehensive, multidisciplinary
program for the morbidly obese patient. Visit our
Web site to find out more.
(www.obesitytreatmentcentersofnj.com)

1. YouTube plays Carnegie Hall
2. Palin under fire from ... just about everyone
3. WTC project won't be finished until  36 years

after 9/11 - PA
4. Bam puts high-speed trains on fast track
5. Student killed in love triangle involving teacher
6. Obamas earned $2.73 million in 2008, taxes

say

NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

Get the latest Updates.

SIGN UP NOW

NEWS SPORTS GOSSIP ENTERTAINMENT LOCAL OPINIONS LIFESTYLE MONEY TECH GUIDE LATINO VIDEO BLOGS All Sections

NY CRIME POLITICS US/WORLD NEWS HEADLINES/ARCHIVES COLUMNISTS BLOGS PHOTOS

http://www.nydailynews.com/yankeestadium
http://www.nydailynews.com/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/autos/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/real_estate/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/shop/index.html
http://tickets.nydailynews.com/
http://www.nydailynews.com/contests/index.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/nydn/form/login.jsp
http://www.nydailynews.com/nydn/form/register.jsp
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/North+Carolina
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Gary+Spodnick
http://www.nydailynews.com/topics/Veterinary+Specialty+Hospital+of+the+Carolinas
http://www.nydailynews.com/lifestyle/2009/03/19/2009-03-19_save_money_on_your_pet_new_york_citys_be.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/americanidol/2009/03/24/2009-03-24_american_idol_david_cook_to_groupies_sta.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/americanidol/2009/03/25/2009-03-25_tour_goals_american_idol_hopeful_adam_la.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2009/03/26/2009-03-26_pioneering_black_professor_john_hope_fra-1.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/brooklyn/2009/03/30/2009-03-30_caring_for_vision_of_dedicated_guide_dog.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/money/2009/04/16/2009-04-16_dominos_pizza_workers.html
http://sem.smallbusiness.yahoo.com/searchenginemarketing/
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ADEhlxTzt-NHMs3IOKMs2aOBo-HSZl9Z_F09EnQfWzHcscf1wKxppex91k2B7bASFJqxR-SY73IFC8l2Nu0Sw4D0rVFPTQPE_C1oXhWChSPhuCNYpZD9n1-fXvf9FewJv7ZBZTh8ka6LW8gQdQnUMAKvW5iBXxd2vSGC79RzT5pEMFpjrGa-TVV1pBjE-xqs0F7vgd066DzqwqWrzWXlXbtD3PJ17YpoDH1ymdT5cfsJuT9YoMEok--mTXlgPJNfyLekPhDuX2mXefwGEs_uOd3Xn4CXd_hVQA.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ADEhlxTzt-NHMs3IOKMs2aOBo-HSZl9Z_F09EnQfWzHcscf1wKxppex91k2B7bASFJqxR-SY73IFC8l2Nu0Sw4D0rVFPTQPE_C1oXhWChSPhuCNYpZD9n1-fXvf9FewJv7ZBZTh8ka6LW8gQdQnUMAKvW5iBXxd2vSGC79RzT5pEMFpjrGa-TVV1pBjE-xqs0F7vgd066DzqwqWrzWXlXbtD3PJ17YpoDH1ymdT5cfsJuT9YoMEok--mTXlgPJNfyLekPhDuX2mXefwGEs_uOd3Xn4CXd_hVQA.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ADEhlxTzt-NHMs3IOKMs2aOBo-HSZl9Z_F09EnQfWzHcscf1wKxppex91k2B7bASFJqxR-SY73IFC8l2Nu0Sw4D0rVFPTQPE_C1oXhWChSPhuCNYpZD9n1-fXvf9FewJv7ZBZTh8ka6LW8gQdQnUMAKvW5iBXxd2vSGC79RzT5pEMFpjrGa-TVV1pBjE-xqs0F7vgd066DzqwqWrzWXlXbtD3PJ17YpoDH1ymdT5cfsJuT9YoMEok--mTXlgPJNfyLekPhDuX2mXefwGEs_uOd3Xn4CXd_hVQA.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHX4WSkakYQr7VVhpD8KXS6s-X4XM2iuevRJCqJKYRBOcXl6uKKKlXu9Z3vQDwoK82IkWIwZm3EguT-ZbSNnzp8j2hUySKgVPepoRN23KvxN5tlLfdbchCyfyQ1Ho5N66Gxmafmt8E3YFiOZZ70lCBBVzJkForbSp7Ukf5hx6t5QKtckveZ1sKplj2277Waz7tq1PWYGx0iFSKZlaEugI2xGGdBCIB1cDxuLbBZEbu9vEr2FA6puKeGIw.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHX4WSkakYQr7VVhpD8KXS6s-X4XM2iuevRJCqJKYRBOcXl6uKKKlXu9Z3vQDwoK82IkWIwZm3EguT-ZbSNnzp8j2hUySKgVPepoRN23KvxN5tlLfdbchCyfyQ1Ho5N66Gxmafmt8E3YFiOZZ70lCBBVzJkForbSp7Ukf5hx6t5QKtckveZ1sKplj2277Waz7tq1PWYGx0iFSKZlaEugI2xGGdBCIB1cDxuLbBZEbu9vEr2FA6puKeGIw.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABi3z7rJxqHX4WSkakYQr7VVhpD8KXS6s-X4XM2iuevRJCqJKYRBOcXl6uKKKlXu9Z3vQDwoK82IkWIwZm3EguT-ZbSNnzp8j2hUySKgVPepoRN23KvxN5tlLfdbchCyfyQ1Ho5N66Gxmafmt8E3YFiOZZ70lCBBVzJkForbSp7Ukf5hx6t5QKtckveZ1sKplj2277Waz7tq1PWYGx0iFSKZlaEugI2xGGdBCIB1cDxuLbBZEbu9vEr2FA6puKeGIw.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8z1PxrAYp_NxKUvm5X8tPADO-1-9jOMaBn2SiBxex-gHszM9CPfoFiV7CevUd9T1w2yKlX4Iury6x7Y7azRYMryFn2gUvcA0MpKl86AwqLlYgegWE1a0euiQp18T8G_q8KjOS_pAHG2jEo6fv7-JU30czlfrPSCPKGjsff8XLsPdfUcNRektxp-8P67dsD0uYpWRcpnUYCWjRzT8Dzx57mJmBlOQCR-TPW46TuknFye7o.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8z1PxrAYp_NxKUvm5X8tPADO-1-9jOMaBn2SiBxex-gHszM9CPfoFiV7CevUd9T1w2yKlX4Iury6x7Y7azRYMryFn2gUvcA0MpKl86AwqLlYgegWE1a0euiQp18T8G_q8KjOS_pAHG2jEo6fv7-JU30czlfrPSCPKGjsff8XLsPdfUcNRektxp-8P67dsD0uYpWRcpnUYCWjRzT8Dzx57mJmBlOQCR-TPW46TuknFye7o.00000000578e21df
http://rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=20ABWu04flIZ8z1PxrAYp_NxKUvm5X8tPADO-1-9jOMaBn2SiBxex-gHszM9CPfoFiV7CevUd9T1w2yKlX4Iury6x7Y7azRYMryFn2gUvcA0MpKl86AwqLlYgegWE1a0euiQp18T8G_q8KjOS_pAHG2jEo6fv7-JU30czlfrPSCPKGjsff8XLsPdfUcNRektxp-8P67dsD0uYpWRcpnUYCWjRzT8Dzx57mJmBlOQCR-TPW46TuknFye7o.00000000578e21df
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2009/04/16/2009-04-16_youtubeassembled_orchestra_plays_carnegie_hall_.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/2009/04/16/2009-04-16_gov_sarah_palins_giving_home_state_the_cold_shoulder_say_alaska_lawmakers.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2009/04/16/2009-04-16_world_trade_center_project_wont_be_finished_until_36_years_after_911__pa.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/2009/04/16/2009-04-16_president_obama_puts_highspeed_trains_on_fast_track.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2009/04/15/2009-04-15_teenage_student_killed_in_love_triangle_involving_teacher_tamara_hofmann.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/2009/04/15/2009-04-15_obamas_earned_266_million_in_2008.html

